DAY 1
Reflection
When I think about living a generous life at NRUMC, I think about what I
learned many years ago when we joined the church: we were asked to consider
how we would give of our time and talents, as well as our financial resources.
The great news is that we are a diverse church with many different opportunities
to serve and we have a diverse group of people with many different gifts to draw
upon. They key is to find the place where “our deep gladness meets the world’s
deepest needs” to quote Frederick Buechner. This will look like something
different for each of us. For me this means participating in Exaltation, being one
of the 1000 service musicians, serving on the SPRC, leading small groups, and
working with our Missions Outreach Team. What will it mean for you?



MelissaAuten

Scripture
Colossians 1: 9-14

Question
???????????????????????

Prayer
God, show us the ways that we may lead lives that are pleasing to
you. We place our trust in you as we do good today. May our work
bear fruit, even if we cannot yet see it. Inspire us, strengthen us, and
open doors for generosity, and remind us of the marvelous light that
walk in, the light of forgiveness and redemption. In Christ’s name we
pray. Amen.
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The Generosity Team hopes that this devotion will stir in you how you can
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Question
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Prayer
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God,
show
us the ways that we may lead lives that are pleasing to
you. We place our trust in you as we do good today. May our work
bear fruit, even if we cannot yet see it. Inspire us, strengthen us, and
open doors for generosity, and remind us of the marvelous light that
walk in, the light of forgiveness and redemption. In Christ’s name we
pray. Amen.
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Colossians 1:9-14

Reflection
When I think about living a generous life at NRUMC, I think about what I
learned many years ago when we joined the church: we were asked to consider
how we would give of our time and talents, as well as our financial resources.
The great news is that we are a diverse church with many different opportunities
to serve and we have a diverse group of people with many different gifts to draw
upon. They key is to find the place where “our deep gladness meets the world’s
deepest needs” to quote Frederick Buechner. This will look like something
different for each of us. For me this means participating in Exaltation, being one
of the 1000 service musicians, serving on the SPRC, leading small groups, and
working with our Missions Outreach Team. What will it mean for you?
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Meditation
When have I been able to see the “fruit” of my work?

Prayer
God, show us the ways that we may lead lives that are pleasing to
you. We place our trust in you as we do good today. May our work
bear fruit, even if we cannot yet see it. Inspire us, strengthen us, and
open doors for generosity, and remind us of the marvelous light that
walk in, the light of forgiveness and redemption. In Christ’s name we
pray. Amen.

DAY 2
Scripture
Deuteronomy 6:4-6

Reflection
What does living a Generous Life at NRUMC mean to me? Simply stated, it
means generosity with my time, money, mind, and heart.



Julie Barnes

Meditation
What comes easiest for me, loving God with my whole heart, soul,
or might? What is hardest?

Prayer
You ask us, O God, to love you with all that we are: with our heart,
our intellect, our soul, our spirit, and with all that we have. Your
people, our Jewish brothers and sisters, have been reciting this
commandment each day for centuries. And so today, we join their
voices, remembering what you ask of us. We offer ourselves today.
Illumine the ways that we might more faithfully love with you with
each ounce of our being, with each breath, with each dollar spent,
email crafted, dish washed, mile driven, word spoken. In the Name
of Jesus we pray, Amen.

DAY 3
Scripture
Philippians 2:4-8

Reflection
Living a generous life means giving freely of all that I’ve been given–time,
talent, and finances. That starts with holding on loosely to all these things–so I
can let go of them easily as the Holy Spirit moves. It means adopting a stance of
non-resistance–where I stop trying to control my time, talent, and fnances and
allow God to use them. It means my default answer is “yes” to God’s leading,
whatever the cost. It means I follow the self-emptying love of the Trinity by
giving myself in love as completely as I can to others through the church and
through any other ways that God leads me toward.



David Bass

Meditation
What in your life can you lay aside to make more room for Jesus?

Prayer
God, show us the ways that we may lead lives that are pleasing to
you. We place our trust in you as we do good today. May our work
bear fruit, even if we cannot yet see it. Inspire us, strengthen us, and
open doors for generosity, and remind us of the marvelous light that
walk in, the light of forgiveness and redemption. In Christ’s name we
pray. Amen.

DAY 4
Scripture
Luke 12:48b

Reflection
God gives me everything I have and asks for only a tithe for His work in return?
What a gift that is! No one on earth (literally) will cut you a deal like that.
Living a generous life means “from those to whom much has been given, much
shall be asked.” I think that’s KJV, but I don’t know what verses. And giving to
others gives me back much more. It means giving my time, talents and
resources to make a difference towards a better understanding of Christ’s
message in this world. I believe the life everlasting is about more than “life after
death” in heaven. It includes inspiration to leave something of lasting good
through my life and to do so with my faith in Christ as the reason.



Barbara Bays

Meditation
What sort of legacy will God create through your generosity?

Prayer
Lord on whose shoulders the universe rests, may we eagerly accept
responsibility when you give it, go where you send us, and serve as
you lead us. May our obedience always be given gladly not out of
obligation but out of love for you and our neighbors so the kingdom
may come now and through eternity. We pray these things in the
name of Jesus. Amen.

DAY 5
Scripture
2 Corinthians 5:14-15

Reflection
About 11 years ago, I was looking for a church. I went to NRUMC to the funeral
of a friend’s husband and thought it was the most beautiful sanctuary I had ever
seen. Because I knew a couple of people in the church, I soon began attending
on a regular basis. It did not take me long to know this was the place for me, so I
joined the church.
I invited my husband, Johnny, to join me each Sunday morning. We were both
raised Baptist and he wanted me to go to a Baptist church with him. I told
him to find a church that he really liked and I would go with him. Finally, one
Sunday morning he joined me at NRUMC and the rest is history. He liked
everything about it and began attending regularly. We started attending some
Bible study sessions together and soon after that he was baptized.
We both have fallen in love with Christ, this church, the staff, and all of the
people in the church. We both feel like family here.
It is incredible to see God at work, bringing people together to spread his gospel.
The music is amazing–Michael does a fantastic job bringing God to us each
Sunday through his music.
There is always something happening at NRUMC so no matter how you want to
serve the Lord, there is a place for everyone here. NRUMC has brought us closer
to each other and closer to God. It is home and it is family.



Charlene Binkley

Meditation
How do we become open so the Spirit may move us for God’s will?

Prayer
Holy Father, you loved us enough to send your Son to the cross and
he went because it was your will. Such love is a mystery to us, yet it
is the love by which we are saved. May our hearts be molded so that
we might grow to love as God first loved us. In the name of one who
died so that we might have life eternal. Amen.

DAY 6
Scripture
2 Corinthians 12:9-10

Reflection
What does living a Generous Life at NRUMC mean to me?
• Feeling free to ask for forgiveness and realizing that being an imperfect
follower is OK
• Growing my spirituality and love for other members and those with whom I
come in contact (not at NRUMC)
• Feeling free to be inadequate when observing others at NRUMC who are
setting wonderful examples
• Celebrating our church-wide strengths but striving to reduce ourweaknesses
• Deriving comfort from the now strong Care and Connections Ministry
• Benefiting from the inspirational Music program



Ken Black

Meditation
Where has God’s grace been evident through weaknesses?

Prayer
We give you thanks, O God, that we belong to a community of
generosity—not only generosity of funds and gifts, but a community
that is ready to forgive, a community that encourages our growth,
a community that is gracious with one another. Show us today how
to love one another, showering in grace those whom we encounter,
just as you have done with us. In Christ’s Name. Amen.

DAY 7
Scripture
Luke 6:37-38

Reflection
God has blessed me more than I could ever imagine! And being a part of North
Raleigh United Methodist Church is a large part of that blessing. This church
has changed my life! Through bible study, worship and serving in our church,
my life has become richer and more complete in every way. It is in this place
that I see true believers of Jesus Christ living out their commitment to “love
your neighbor as yourself.” It’s where I discovered my own “spiritual gifts” and
received loving support as I began to use those gifts to serve our church and to
fulfill God’s plan for me.
In giving back to God a portion of the blessings he so freely gives to me, I am
comforted in the knowledge that I am doing my part to support this church,
our talented and faithful staff, and to spread the love of Jesus Christ through
missions and ministries near and far.
On the day I became a member of North Raleigh UMC and pledged my time,
talents, presence, gifts, service and witness to this church, I had no idea that
I would experience the enormous measure of love, joy, peace and lifelong
relationships I am blessed with today. I feel loved and cared for by my church
family! Whatever I have given to this church has been returned to me a
thousand times over!



Vicki Cilley

Meditation
Consider a time you intentionally sought to share God’s love. How
did God bless you in the giving?

Prayer
Amazing Lord, you have created us for yourself and for one another.
Help us to live the truth of your teaching, “give and it will be given
to you.” We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen.

DAY 8
Scripture
Galatians 5:13-15

Reflection
Living a generous life is an intentional decision to put God first in everything
you do. You have the comfort and assurance God will take care of all your needs
if you put your trust in Him.
Living generously becomes a lifestyle. Once you’ve committed yourself to be
generous with the gifts God has provided, you actively look for ways to share
your riches with others. You want to help others and don’t shy away from the
opportunity to give.
Giving generously means giving your money along with your time and your
talents. One of my favorite ministry opportunities is involvement with Family
Promise. Whether it is spending the night at the church or preparing a meal for
these families, I definitely feel God is calling me to serve these families. What
greater way can you share the Gospel than by providing food and shelter for
those in need?
Another way I give of myself at NRUMC is through the serving of communion.
Serving the holy sacraments to my church family is spiritually rewarding and
brings me closer to God.
The key for me to living generously is to place the needs of others above myself.
Every time I feel sorry for myself or feel in need of something, I have to remind
myself how there are so many people who have nothing. It is my Christian
obligation to help those who can’t help themselves.



Russ Davison

Meditation
What does it mean to put God first in everything I do? Where do I
not put God first?

Prayer
God, show us the ways that we may lead lives that are pleasing to
you. We place our trust in you as we do good today. May our work
bear fruit, even if we cannot yet see it. Inspire us, strengthen us, and
open doors for generosity, and remind us of the marvelous light that
walk in, the light of forgiveness and redemption. In Christ’s name we
pray. Amen.

DAY 9
Scripture
Mark 1:16-20

Reflection
What does living a Generous Life at NRUMC mean to me?
Very simply put, it means supporting the church and its activities with my time,
service, and finances.



RoscoEakins

Meditation
What do I need to “let go of” in order to faithfully follow Jesus?

Prayer
Lord, reveal to me the things that get in the way of my discipleship.
Grant me courage to follow you faithfully, through the grace of
Jesus our Lord. Amen.

DAY 10
Scripture
James 2:14-16

Reflection
My idea of living a generous life at NRUMC is to emulate the passion and
commitment for Christ that my father embodied. He was a lower middle-class
worker employed by the local electric utility company with humble upbringings
as an adopted child. During World War II, he served for a period as a drill
instructor for the United States Marines and embodied all the toughness
normally associated with that job. He carried many of those traits throughout
his life, but he never veered from his commitment to God.
A strange example of his nature for caring for others came to light during
my mother’s funeral (which was over 20 years after his death). The presiding
pastor related a story about my father, who had occupied the same seat in the
sanctuary every Sunday for many years. He explained that on one Monday
after a normal Sunday service, he received a telephone call from my father at
his home. The discussion was brief, and my father simply asked the pastor to
meet him on a specific street corner in town the following morning. The pastor
agreed and out of concern and curiosity met my father the next morning at the
appointed place.
My father immediately walked the pastor into a nearby shoe store where he
bought the pastor two pairs of dress shoes, one black and one brown. He
explained that no pastor should have to serve his congregation with holes in the
soles of his shoes (which my father had apparently detected during the Sunday
service). He wished the pastor a good day and went back to work. The story
was true and no one else ever knew about it except my mother and me until the
revelation at her funeral.
(Continued)

I want to live my life inside and outside of NRUMC with that kind of
unpretentious caring for others and willingness to take an action to try to
resolve whatever situations I encounter. I’m a long way from that goal, but that
would be my idea of living a generous life at NRUMC.



Rick Emerick

Meditation
When has someone blessed you in an unexpected and
compassionate manner?

Prayer
Dear God, your love is so deep and wide. You care about us/me
right here, right now. Give me grace to see all the ways, through all
the people that your love touches me. Allow me to be a blessing to
others through Jesus our Lord. Amen.

DAY 11
Scripture
Matthew 5:14-16

Reflection
I have often wondered if the things I am doing make much of an impact.
While pondering this, I came across a quote that says more than I could write.
Credit is given to Stephen Grellet, a Quaker missionary: “I expect to pass
through this world but once. Any good, therefore, that I can do or any
kindness I can show to any fellow creature, let me do it now. Let me not
defer or neglect it for I shall not pass this way again.”



Sandi Gorham

Meditation
How might I show kindness when I am frustrated or angry? How
might I show kindness to myself?

Prayer
O Lord, you are Lord at all times and in all situations. Please help
me to remember your love and grace when life gets out of control.
Amen.

DAY 12
Scripture
Psalm 100

Reflection
What does living a generous life at North Raleigh mean to me? In a nutshell
living generously means volunteering, service, worship, and commitment.
North Raleigh has been my church home for 30 years, and I’ve been a fairly
active member most of those years! During the 90s it was as a youth leader.
I participated in Middle and High School Youth Group.
Those regular meetings, retreats, fund-raisers, and ski trips were SO MUCH
FUN!!!! I don’t know who benefited more–me or the kids! Regardless, we
fellowshipped, we worked together, we learned and worshipped together.
But most importantly, we grew together. I have fond memories and lasting
relationships with adults who were kids back then.
I love the music at North Raleigh. I sing (which is actually questionable) in the
Chancel Choir and I LOVE IT!!! LOVE< LOVE< LOVE IT!!! To participate
in the choir with Michael Glasgow at the helm is an amazing experience. He
manages to bring out the best in all of us. But it’s not just the ability for creating
beautiful music from a group of volunteer vocalists, he helps us “message” what
is in the song we sing. It’s worship through song and it’s conveying the message
that is important. I love that. And then there’s SoulJourn. While I sing in the
choir and thereby attend the traditional service, SoulJourn is where my heart is.
The lyrics of the praise music often touch my heart and soul to greater depths
than anything else. So, music is where my soul is nourished.
In everything I have ever done at North Raleigh, it is commitment that
has allowed me to grow. Whether it’s commitment to a volunteer position,
commitment to make and meet my financial pledge, or commitment to stay
when times get rough, commitment to North Raleigh in all circumstances and
in all ways is what has directed my spiritual path and grown my faith.



Patty Gravinese

Meditation
How does following Jesus as Lord through NRUMC allow me to grow
and sing my praises to God with my life?

Prayer
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures
here below, Praise God above ye heavenly host, Praise Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost. Amen.

DAY 13
Scripture
Matthew 13:33

Reflection
For the Groom Family, living a Generous Life at NRUMC means many things.
A generous person is someone who not only shares of their financial gifts but
also shares of themselves. If you have the financial means, it’s easy just to write a
check and believe that you’re being generous. And, in many ways, you are.
However, giving of yourself with your time and talents is worth more than
any money you could give. Therefore, as a family, we participate in volunteer
opportunities within the church such as ushering, assisting with Communion,
church leadership positions, teaching children’s church, teaching children’s
music, being a youth leader, assisting with VBS each year, participating in mission
trips, helping Mr. Tim each Sunday by stacking the chairs in SoulJourn (Grayson!),
faithfully purchasing food for Backpack Buddies each month, and more.
Yes, we make monetary contributions each month and that helps pay the
church’s bills. But I believe that living a generous life at NRUMC does not
involve a dollar sign. It involves an extended hand, every chance you get.



Mike Groom

Meditation
Where have I seen God’s abundance around me?

Prayer
O God, you teach us that you take something as small as yeast and
use it to multiply and nourish your people. Today, grant us the
faith that our work is not our own, but that you take our gifts and
multiply them, expanding their reach in unimaginable ways. We
release our control to you. Give us generous spirits this day and eyes
to see where you might be calling us to be agents of your Kingdom.
In Christ’s Name, Amen.

DAY 14
Scripture
Mark 8:31-38

Reflection
When I look back at past years and consider the how generous our Creator has
been to me, I am humbled and so very thankful. From the darkest period to the
current time of joy and rich blessings, I can see God at work in my life. It took
a great loss and an awakening to a purpose for the rest of my life to make me
realize that I had been given a gift–a daily sense of thankfulness and awareness
of the richest blessings that He has bestowed upon me. God has always been
there for me–I just needed to acknowledge that fact. What a generous gift I had
been given. I finally realized that I had been just ‘living’ life, not realizing that
this generous gift was one that I needed only to accept as such by listening for
direction from the Father.
When my work brought me to Raleigh in 2004, NRUMC welcomed me, a
stranger, and asked only that I become part of a family who worships together,
works together for the good of the church and the community, and serves
others as He has asked. I was offered many ways to learn and become part of
the church’s ministries. Stephen Ministry has been part of my life since 2005,
and I have been blessed through participating in caring relationships–ones
that have given me the gift that only caring about another person in need of
supportive care can give. I have been offered classes which have enriched my
understanding of my faith and have enriched my life through sharing with
fellow church members. The women’s groups of our church welcomed me
and asked only that I give of my time and gifts. I have been blessed to learn
through and participate in the music ministries of our church. Silver Chords,
Silver Bells, and Bells of Hope—each has welcomed me and has given me a way
to be generous with my time in serving our congregation and others in our
community. I have served on committees with such generous members, and I
have been the recipient of great generosity through the support and caring of so
many others–how blessed I am! I am a member of a generous church family–
how can I offer less in return?
(Continued)

It is my belief that generosity of the spirit, of personal time and gifts, of
encouragement and presence are obligations that we, as children of God, as
Methodists, and as members of NRUMC are obligated to return as great a
proportion as we are able. We are asked to share our gifts with those with whom
we worship, those with whom we share our community and our world and with
our God. How can I ever do less?



Sue Haney

Meditation
Reflect on the darkest periods in your life. Can you see the God of
light offering new life? How?

Prayer
O Lord, on my darkest days, your hand was upon me, leading me,
bringing the right people into my life. Open me anew to your
resurrection power. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

DAY 15
Scripture
Philippians 4:10-14

Reflection
Living a generous life to means consistently living with a positive attitude,
always looking out for the interests of others and loving one another. Being
generous does not always mean giving of money, but also sharing your time and
talents.There are so many opportunities at NR to give and give often. When I
first joined North Raleigh I tried different ministries. Not having children or
a husband attending church it was difficult at first. I finally found my niche,
sharing my talents and time by founding, creating, and running, along with
Julie Barnes, the church’s community garden. Having a passion of gardening
helped fuel this creation. Growing vegetables for those in need within the
community is extremely rewarding. And as an added bonus, Julie and Mike
Barnes and their family have become some of my dearest friends!!!



PamHartigan

Meditation
How can I use my passions for the glory of God?

Prayer
Thank you, O Lord, for uniquely creating me in such a way that I am
able to serve you passionately. Amen.

DAY 16
Scripture
Hebrews 13:1-2

Reflection
He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully
will also reap bountifully. Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
The ministries of our church would not be possible if it were not for the
generosity of our members with their time and their gifts. I have seen over and
over again that the more we give the more we ourselves personally receive back
and the more our missions, whether within our church, our community or
globally benefit from this generosity. I need to share a story that illustrates this.
It is a story that I never tire of telling because it means so much to me. One of
the gifts of my time I give this church is that I participate in our 1st time Visitor
Visitation program. It’s not a huge commitment. It requires that once a quarter,
I visit the people who have attended our worship service on that Sunday for the
very first time.
Sunday, December 11th, twelve years ago, my husband Roger had just finished
his twelfth and final chemotherapy treatment for colon cancer. It was also the
Sunday of our Christmas Cantata. I was exhausted from caring for Roger, the
rehearsals and the three performances of the Cantata. When I realized it was
my Sunday to visit, I wondered how I would be able to muster the energy to
make these visits. Several church members that knew my situation offered to
make the visits for me. Knowing that when I finished this job, it usually left me
uplifted and feeling better, I declined their offers.
One of the visitors had made sure he had emphatically checked the box that
said “please contact me.” I rarely see that and something inside told me this
man really wanted to be visited. When I arrived at his house, imagine my
disappointment when no one was home. I reluctantly left the welcome bag on
his front porch with my phone number in case he had any questions.
The next evening, the phone rang. The man on the other end was the man I had
tried to visit on Sunday. He began the conversation with, “I am sorry I am just
now calling you back. My wife suffers from colon cancer and we have been busy

preparing for the surgery that she will be having tomorrow. No one seems to
understand just how hard dealing with this type of illness is on the spouse.” I
said to him, “Have I got a story to tell you.” We compared notes concerning our
spouses’ conditions and treatments. Roger, who was only hearing my side of
the conversation, kept walking by, giving me funny looks wondering who this
person was that I was sharing all the intimate details of our lives. As this man
and I compared notes, the similarities were eerie. It turns out that they had the
same oncologist, the same oncology navigator and the same surgeons. She had
been seeing the oncologist every Tuesday since July and we had been seeing the
oncologist every Wednesday since June. She went to Meredith as did I and he
went to NC State as did Roger. We both are longtime season ticket holders to
the NC State basketball and football games. We actually sat directly across from
each other at the games.
The next morning, I went to the hospital and sat with this man during his wife’s
surgery. It was as if we had known each other for years. They had just moved
to Raleigh when she was diagnosed. I shared with him that we would not have
survived this illness without the support we received from our church family
and that they needed a church family, specifically this church family, to get
through their ordeal. They joined almost six months later when she was well
enough to attend. Our entire church prayed for her. Everywhere I went, people
would ask me how she was doing and they would tell me that she was in their
prayers. Both our families together anxiously awaited the results of the never
ending cycle of CT scans and bloodwork. It never got easy but we were there for
each other.
There is so much to say about how God put me in the right place at the right
time. He knew this couple needed someone and a church to care for them. He
also knew that finally I was in a position to be there since Roger was finished
with his chemo and would soon start feeling better. It was divine intervention
in the best way. That two hour commitment once a quarter that I had made
blessed me more than I could have ever hoped for. Now I approach this
commitment each quarter just hoping that I will meet another couple that will
bless me as much as they did.
(Continued)

I participate in many things in this church. Too many things as my husband
and friends would probably say. When they ask me when I am going to learn to
say NO to the many things I am asked to do around this church, I just ignore
them. I love this church. I think it is the best church ever. So why would I say
NO to something when I know that when I say yes, I will receive so much more
in return than I could ever hope to give. Surely somewhere in the Bible it says
“Generosity begets Generosity.”



MaryScott Honbarrier

Meditation
When have I received hospitality? How did that make me feel?

Prayer
O God, you call us to a life of hospitality, of “making room” in
our lives for strangers. Often, however, we do not see the fruit of
our hospitality. So, as we make room in our lives for your children
today, remind us of the compassion that Christ had on all who
were burdened, and the room that he made for each of us. Remind
us that we do not show hospitality in vain, but that we may be
“entertaining angels without knowing it.” In Christ’s Name, Amen.

DAY 17
Scripture
2 Corinthians 9:6-15

Reflection
Living a generous life at NRUMC means serving in the ministries and missions
of the church, cheerful giving to God the first of my monetary income, praying,
supporting others on their journeys through life, and setting up and giving to
an endowment that funds all activities of the church after my life.



RogerHonbarrier

Meditation
What change in attitude do I need to make in order to be a cheerful
giver?

Prayer
Loving Lord, you freely give yourself fully to us in so many ways: in
creation, in the gift of Jesus, and in the outpouring of your Holy
Spirit. Grant us grace to live out of your generous love. Amen.

DAY 18
Scripture
2 Corinthians 8:1-4

Reflection
North Raleigh United Methodist Church has been a blessing to me since my
wife, Nicole, and I joined eighteen years ago.
I have benefitted from the church in many ways. My faith has grown through
regular worship and Bible studies. I have made many friendships. My kids have
learned about Christ and enjoyed Sunday School, VBS, and Youth Group.
I also feel called to give back. Church is so much more than Sunday morning
worship. Members should all be encouraged to become active in multiple
church groups that suit their talents/spiritual gifts, and interests. Everyone
can be involved in some Ministry. Some are gifted with music, working with
children and youth, finance, or handy with tools. Others may discover hidden
talents they didn’t realize they had or could be learned.
I enjoy helping the Youth and Youth leaders. As a parent of a 14 and 16 year old,
I see our Youth leaders as very important leaders in our church development as
well as crucial for the spiritual growth of our Youth. During the Middle school
and High School years, youth need mentors and role models they can trust. As
church members, we can be role models for younger members to imitate. I’ve
volunteered with the Youth Group since joining NRUMC. It is also important
to chaperone on trips to worship with youth and parents outside of Sunday
morning worship.
I also enjoy volunteering with the United Methodist Men. Men need to step up
their generosity and role in church in a major way. Youth need male role models
more than ever. One idea I would like to implement is a Men’s Bible study that
is multi generational. It would incorporate all men- from teenagers, to young
men in their 20s (recently married or single) men in their 30s (with young
children) 40s (with teenage kids) empty-nesters, and retirees. These men would
learn from each other and support each other in issues that men face in today’s
society. I have been researching some current sports themed Bible studies that
would be a great way for men of all generations to connect and grow together.

Generosity also means encouraging others to get involved. This starts at home
with my wife and children. My son and I are excited to go on our first ASP
mission trip this July. My daughter is going on several summer camps/mission
trips. Generosity means encouraging other church members to find their talents
and mission and join groups.
Of course, financial support is always important for the growth and mission of
the church. Personal gifts as well as coming up with innovative ways to raise
money are critical. (For example, the UMM getting pre-sales for BBQ in April
to fund more local charities).
Everyone has a gift and talent to offer. Everyone has ideas and a unique
perspective to contribute. We should encourage all members to become
involved and give of their time, talents, money, and passions to grow North
Raleigh United Methodist Church so more people will experience and share the
love of Jesus Christ.



JamesHucke

Meditation
How can I encourage others to be generous through my actions and
words?

Prayer
Holy God, yours is a wonderful and bountiful kingdom and I am but
a small part of it. Yet, you gave given me talents and gifts to offer to
your glory and in service to others. May I always be joyful in giving
and eager to serve. Guide me in your ways, Lord, so that with each
passing day I begin to look more like Christ. Amen.

DAY 19
Scripture
James 1:17-18

Reflection
What does living a generous life at NRUMC mean to me?
When asked this question, I always seem to reflect on the vow I took when
joining this church. I promised to support the church through my Prayers, my
Presence, my Gifts, my Service and my Witness. This is something all of us have
done, but if we are totally honest with ourselves, events often seem to distract us
from fulfilling this promise at various times. I give thanks to God for his grace
which helps us to look forward, even when we fall short of this promise.
I do know that God’s promise is true, and my generosity in all these categories
is multiplied with every prayer, event I attend, financial offering made,
ministry supported, and word spoken to support his kingdom. I would want to
encourage all my brothers and sisters in Christ, to seek growth in every single
category, and look forward to the blessings which is sure to come.
When you look back at a year of increased generosity, you might not see the
fancy sports car in the driveway, or even another digit in your bank account,
but trust there will be a better blessing. I believe James said it best in 1:17 when
he wrote “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”



Mike McAllister

Meditation
When the events of life distract us from fulfilling the call of God,
how can I re-focus on what is most important?

Prayer
Lord, thank you for every good and perfect gift. Give me eyes to see
your generosity and the faith to share your generous love, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, amen.

DAY 20
Scripture
Ephesians 4:4-6

Reflection
North Raleigh UMC has been a generous church since its beginning. The
charter members gave of themselves unselfishly with their time, multiple
talents, generous gifts, and untiring service. These 97 people gave to help
establish a new church in north Raleigh to further the Kingdom of God.
Actually in 1973, less than two years after being established, our church was
named “Conference Church of the Year.” One of our earliest accomplishments
was holding the record for having the highest percentage of families in the Ten
Dollar Club—a Conference Club that assisted new and struggling churches.
From the beginning a high priority has been serving others such as with Meals
on Wheels and CROPWALK, to name two of eight outreach ministries adopted
in the first years. We adopted a missionary couple who lived in Zaire in 1973.
We were one of the organizing churches for the Wake Interfaith Hospitality
Network (WIHN), now called Family Promise of Wake County. The list of
mission projects our church continues to support is lengthy, but to name a few:
Habitat for Humanity, Angel Tree, Hearts & Hammers, and Garden Ministry.
Our missions have an appeal to every type of interest and individual. Our
missions beyond our community include trips to Mexico, Peru, and Appalachia.
We have truly been a church “called to mission.”
Our members were especially called to be generous during our building
campaign for our current sanctuary. This majestic sanctuary was erected just
35 years from the church’s founding. Members gave sacrificially by donating
over and above their building pledge to purchase altar furniture, chancel floor,
light fixtures, paraments, and even the pews. The stained glass windows, which
our building architect warned could/would take many years to complete, were
in fact completed in one year—because of the overwhelming generosity of our
members.
(Continued)

Another exciting example of Christian generosity is the six existing scholarships
afforded to the youth of NRUMC. They have been established by various church
families.
Our Stephen Ministry program is an outstanding example of giving of time and
service to assist individuals in need. There are over 30 active Stephen Ministers
at North Raleigh.
Another example of devoted giving of time, talent, and service is our
outstanding music program. Our choir members and ringers and all adults
who assist in children’s music groups are dedicated volunteers. None of these
wonderful programs offered at our church would be possible without the
unselfish ongoing generosity of so very many members.
It is a marvelous responsibility to be part of this caring, serving church. We
have been truly blessed and will continue to be blessed as we continue to lead a
generous life at North Raleigh UMC.



Brenda McLean

Meditation
How can I invest my time, talent, and money for the glory of God
and to build a hopeful future for my community?

Prayer
Holy Lord, you have a perfect vision for the fulfillment of your divine
will. Help us to see through your eyes the beauty of your kingdom
and inspire us to be generous in aiding its growth. Draw us together
in unity and give us patience to serve you and our neighbors with
love and care and compassion. Give us wisdom to be focused on holy
things and merciful pursuits. We pray all this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

DAY 21
Scripture
Matthew 13:31-32

Reflection
My name is Jerry McLean and I am a charter member of NRUMC. I have spent
about 30 years as an usher in out church.
Along with 97 other people, I helped organize NRUMC. From teaching an adult
Sunday School Class for 6 years to working with the Methodist Men, the early
relationships I established in 1971 and 1972 continue to this day.
NRUMC has played a big part in my life, my wife’s life, and the lives of our
three daughters.
Since we were involved from the laying of the first stone, NRUMC has held a
special place in our hearts.
We plan to support all that we can at NRUMC and will continue to do this as a
commitment to NRUMC and the United Methodist Church.



Jerry McLean

Meditation
How can I become more patient so I might plant seeds that take a
long time to grow and bear fruit for God?

Prayer
God of heaven and earth, from the smallest beginnings come great
things through your power. Help me to have patience to let the Holy
Spirit work so that things beyond my imagination may happen and
the kingdom of God may flourish. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

DAY 22
Scripture
Acts 2:43-47

Reflection
NRUMC is a diverse church that is a true example of “Open Hearts and Open
Minds.”
We have been members of NRUMC since the early 1990’s. Since that time, we
have seen our church grow by leaps and bounds. Throughout this time, I have
been so blessed by our community. Our members share their gifts willingly
without reserve.
Each church life event reveals new faces and new hearts full of love, and
willingness to give of their “time, talents and gifts.” When people come together
with giving and willing hearts, our blessings grow abundantly.



Julie Miller

Meditation
How does this image of community challenge you?

Prayer
Lord, we know that in our world, it is much easier to keep to
ourselves and our families, and yet you call us in community with
you and with one another. You give us the example of the early
church, who, each day, shared what they had and gave to those
in need. They ate together with glad and generous hearts. They
joined in praise and thanksgiving for how you were at work in their
community. Help us to see that you are still at work among us.
Inspire us to take a step out of vulnerability, a step of faith, to give
and to share of ourselves today. Amen.

DAY 23
Scripture
Luke 6:17-19

Reflection
Freely we give, sharing our time for the church family to grow in the true spirit
of Christ.
Jesus set the example for us, always healing or caring for others, building a strong
foundation for our church life. Generosity is clearly a part of the whole Jesus
package. Living generous lives shows that we “get it” when it comes to the Gospel.
In freely giving you receive more than you have given. The more you are involved
with missions and church keeps you moving closer to serving as Jesus did.



Ellender Mills

Meditation
Where is the “level place” where God is leading you so others might
be helped through your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness?

Prayer
Lord, lead me to where I might be put to work for your glory. Help me
see the face of Jesus in each person I encounter and make my heart
tender for their concerns and needs. Give me strength to care for
others and love them as you love me. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

DAY 24
Scripture
Hebrews 12:1-2

Reflection
Being a part of the staff at North Raleigh means so much to me. I’ve always
gravitated toward jobs with lots of people contact and for me, North Raleigh
has always been all about the wonderful people and the warmth of our
congregation. Living a life of generosity means giving all I can as a staff
member to support the life and the ministry of our church. There are so many
at NRUMC who give of themselves generously and I often think about what we
could accomplish if our entire congregation gave of themselves with that same
generous spirit.



Lisa Mooneyham

Meditation
Who are the witnesses that have showed you what it means to live
the Christian life?

Prayer
Gracious God, we are truly surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses
among our community, in our families, and throughout the story of
our faith. We thank you for the saints that have poured their lives
into ours, and for the stories of the saints that we can look to as
we journey with you. Above all, we give you thanks for Jesus, our
ultimate example of faith and generosity, the one who “endured
the cross, disregarding its shame.” Strengthen us to run the race
set before us, looking to the faith of the saints and striving to be
an example for all who “run the race” around us. In Christ’s Name,
Amen.

DAY 25
Scripture
I Peter 2:9-10

Reflection
Living a Generous Life at NRUMC is a multi-faceted journey. For me, it includes
the joy of seeing my daughters grow theologically due to the generous gifts
(financial and teachings) from the many generous members at NRUMC. One
daughter has devoted her career to college campus ministry and one daughter
has devoted her career to helping children by providing occupational therapy
services in public schools.
While my family has benefited from the generous congregation of NRUMC,
my family has also benefited from giving our time, talents and resources to
NRUMC. We have been blessed, and seeing NRUMC provide for the many
missions is a joy and testament to “God is Alive.”
The lyrics from a Luke Bryan song reminds me of a Generous Life at NRUMC:
“I believe that days go slow and years go fast
And every breath’s a gift, the first one to the last.
I believe most people are good.
I believe this world ain’t half as bad as it looks.
I believe most people are good.”
I believe the congregation at NRUMC is “Generous” and “Good” and living
with NRUMC is “Good”.



Scott Mooneyham

Meditation
What difference would it make to live life knowing God’s call upon
your life, knowing that you are one of “God’s own People?”

Prayer
In the waters of your baptism, O Lord, I have been claimed as your
child. Empower me to live into that claim, trusting your hand at
work in me! Amen.

DAY 26
Scripture
1 Corinthians 2:12-13

Reflection
Generosity comes from something deep within. It is a reflection of praise to
God, thankfulness for the gift of grace through His Son and giving us the Holy
Spirit to guide us through life. In response to God’s generosity to us, we give
back to him through serving Him openly and sharing our faith with those
around us. Through involvement in service and ministry at North Raleigh, we
generously give ourselves, our time, and our resources to others as a way to
share what God has given to us.



Alan Morgan

Meditation
How might we become more generous if we give out of joy rather
than obligation?

Prayer
O God who gives without hesitation, help us to see giving not as a
task we must do but as an opportunity to shower thanksgiving and
glory on you. Enliven in us a spirit of generosity so that we might
share the light of Christ with all those we encounter. In Christ’s name
we pray. Amen.

DAY 27
Scripture
Matthew 19:13-14

Reflection
What does living a Generous Life at NRUMC mean to me?
It means if people don’t have anything to eat or to drink we always give them
something. Or, if they don’t have toys, we can share our toys with them. And,
we read Bible book stories and do what God says.


Ellie Mosley (Age 4)

Jesus Christ came to this Earth in order that all who believe in Him may live
life and live it more abundantly. Living a generous life to me means being good
stewards of the abundant life that we have been blessed to receive and sharing
that abundance with others. We may do that by spreading the Gospel, by
helping others through hard times, by sharing any God-given talents that we
may have, or by supporting worthy causes with the resources we have.
However, as Christians, no matter how we share the abundant life with others,
we do so recognizing that nothing we have is truly our own or even of our own
making. Instead, all of our “possessions” – our supportive families and close
friends, our talents, our assets, and even our time – are a temporary gift or loan,
of sorts, from God. We cannot take them with us when we leave this Earth, and
we are called to use those things to promote God’s will. When we are able to
keep this in mind, living generous lives simply comes naturally. Nothing is truly
ours, and our beliefs require us to use the abundance that we have, in whatever
form it may be, to move ourselves, our families, and others closer to God.



Kemp Mosley

(Continued)

Meditation
Today, how might I see the world through a child’s eyes?

Prayer
Often, God, children are the ones who show us what generosity
looks like. And so we give you thanks for the children in our lives—
our neighbors, the children in our church community, and our
biological children and grandchildren. Forgive us when we exclude
your children and grant us the grace to rediscover what it means
to give with the gracious heart of a child. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

DAY 28
Scripture
Luke 6:36

Reflection
North Raleigh United Methodist Church provides many opportunities for
members of our congregation to live a generous life. That’s what makes our
church so special. There are many occasions to use our skills and talents to
serve others. I am particularly proud that our church funds groups within the
church that reach out to those who have specific needs – Hearts and Hammers,
the Hurricane Response Work Teams, the Backpack Buddies Program, and
Prison Ministries, to name a few. Each year generous giving by members of the
congregation supports these ministries, allowing them to continue to grow.
A few years after joining NRUMC, I became part of the North Raleigh United
Methodist Women, an organization within the United Methodist Church. At
first, I joined to experience the fellowship of other women. However, I soon
realized UMW gave me the opportunity to share my time, talents, and financial
assistance to further UMW’s mission to serve women and children. Each year,
I am amazed at the generosity of the women in UMW who participate in the
NRUMW’s fund raising activities and volunteer efforts to support church,
local and global missions. Their generosity also extends to their personal
financial support for individual projects within their own circle. Each June, as
we undertake the annual Food Drive sponsored by UMW to benefit the Food
Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina, we are constantly amazed at the
generous donations of food and money from our congregation.
Certainly, generosity is alive and well at North Raleigh United Methodist
Church in so many ways. As we serve our church with our talents, time,
and money, we can become part of something larger than ourselves. We can
experience a generous life.



MaryFranParkman

(Continued)

Meditation
Where is God calling me to be merciful today?

Prayer
Lord Jesus, you call us to show mercy to one another. Purify our
hearts today so that we may show all your children your mercy.
Open our tightly-bound hands to freely give of our time, our love,
and ourselves. Help our actions to be guided by the mercy that we
have received in You. In Christ we pray, Amen.

DAY 29
Scripture
Hebrews 13:1-2

Reflection
I believe living a generous life at NRUMC consists of giving both monetarily as
well as providing individual time and talent contributions. Many, but certainly
not all, church ministries and missions are dependent on financial funding in
order to be effective and sustainable. Without this generous giving, many of
our ministries would not be viable. Individual time commitments then become
paramount in order to execute and maintain many of the various ministries
and missions that the church supports.
At NRUMC we have an abundance of opportunities to serve. I have chosen
to serve in the usher ministry. I have always had interest in participating in
this ministry in the various churches of which I have been a member. I enjoy
meeting our members on Sunday morning and giving them a friendly and
welcoming “hello” or “good morning”, thus trying to help set the mood for a
pleasant experience during the church service. This extension of friendliness is
also very important to convey to all the visitors that NRUMC is a friendly and
welcoming church. Obviously there are more duties of an usher than this, but
setting the welcoming tone is one of the more important ones.
NRUMC is certainly a church with a generous membership. Through generous
giving of money, time, and talent, many wonderful things are able to be
accomplished.



ParkyParkman

Meditation
How do I practice hospitality at church, at home, at play, at work?

Prayer
Gracious Lord, for welcoming us as your daughters and sons at your
table, we are so thankful. Grant, by your grace, that we too will show
hospitality to all we meet this day, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DAY 30
Scripture
Matthew 25:31-46

Reflection
To me, the concept of generosity is not limited to supporting the church with
money only, but also how we participate in the activities and leadership of the
church. When we joined the UMC many years ago, our pledge and commitment
was our promise to be faithful in our witness, in our prayers, in our presence, in
our gifts and in our service. This has been what we strive to do every year.
Generosity comes from the heart as a result of faith in our Lord and has to be
demonstrated by how we live our lives within the church and the community. It
has been our goal and intention to meet each of the commitments in our pledge,
because of our belief in what our Lord taught us when he said, “to go into all
the world”. “I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was in prison and you
visited me.” Matthew 25:35-36. We know we cannot do all of these things alone,
but through generosity and support, the church can and does all of these.



Robert & BrendaPayne

Meditation
Reflect on the ways your commitments allow you to participate in
the body of Christ to do more than you could ever do on your own.
How have your commitments changed you?

Prayer
Almighty God, you call us to live together in community–to join our
gifts and talents to work for you and your kingdom. Bless us as we
seek to join in your work in our world. Amen.

DAY 31
Scripture
Matthew 2:10-11 (The Gifts of the Magi)

Reflection
When I was asked the question, “What does living a Generous Life at NRUMC
mean to you?,” It didn’t take me long to reply with a quote by Suze Orman,
“True Generosity is an offering; given freely and out of pure love. No strings
attached. No expectations. Time and love are the most valuable possession you
can share.” So I do my best to honor the Lord each and every day and live a
Generous Life at NRUMC by giving freely of my time, my talents, my gifts and
my service out of love as an offering back to Him. So whether I’m serving as an
Usher or Greeter for SoulJourn, helping serve Communion, drive the Family
Promise Van, greet people at the UMW Bake Sale, send care packages to our
College Students, provide a meal for someone, volunteer at VBS, facilitate our
Sunday Evening Ladies Bible Study or just helping set-up the Yard Angels on the
front lawn for Christmas, I’m doing it all because I want to live a Generous Life
for HIM!



Laurie Petty Scott

Meditation
Can I rediscover the mystery of God’s presence with us today?
How might I turn today into an offering?

Prayer
Loving God, teach us today to be like the Magi. Guide us through
gentle nudges or bright stars. Teach us to greet you in awe and
wonder, amazed at the miracle of generosity of how you became
one of us; you “moved in” to our world, solely for our sake. God,
when we remember this great story, we cannot help but thank you.
Open up our hearts and lives so that we might live graciously today,
free to offer you our finest gifts, just as those wise men offered so
long ago. In the Name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray. Amen.

DAY 32
Scripture
Mark 12:41-44

Reflection
I have been a member of NRUMC for over eight years. It has been my
experience that the Church has been far more generous to me that I have been
the Church. It seems that the more involved in church activities that my wife
and I become, the more we experience the spiritual gifts multiplying in our
lives.
Through the generosity of monetary gifts to the church, the infrastructure of
NRUMC is assured as well as the staff and programs to carry out our mission;
however, a church is much more than its physical facility.
It has been through becoming involved in the activities and programs offered at
NRUMC that my life has been so enriched. My first involvement with generosity
was through the Boy Scouts. Our two sons went from Tiger Cubs to Eagle
Scouts through the NRUMC Scouting program. Our involvement over those
thirteen years made me realize that this church gives far more than it takes.
We were not members of the church during those years, but NRUMC opened
its heart and its doors to us. This is a generosity that my wife and I and our two
sons will always remember and cherish.
Since becoming members of the family of faith at NRUMC, we have been
blessed in countless ways. I realize that generosity comes in many forms. I
seems to me that whatever way I choose to give of my time and talent, I am
always blessed to receive much more than I give. We are all busy working,
raising a family, caring for aging parents, dealing with health issues, or any
other drain on our time and energy. To me, living a generous life at NRUMC is
giving what you can, when you can, in any form that you can. No matter how
large or small the “generosity” may be, each of us doing what we are able in
order to support the Church and each other will bring us the generous gifts that
Christ intends for us all to have.



Haywood Poole

Meditation
When I give, do I try to please myself and others or do I seek to
satisfy God?

Prayer
Heavenly Father, sometimes my gifts seem so small and insignificant
that I wonder why I bother at all. Sometimes my gifts seem so large
and meaningful that I am puffed up with pride. Help me, Lord, to
see that no matter what I give, it is weighty in your sight and that
I must be humble in my giving because I have nothing to give that
you have not first given to me. Jesus, hear my prayer. Amen.

DAY 33
Scripture
John 6:66-69

Reflection
Living a generous life to me means simply giving back what God has gave to me.
All I have and all I can do is a gift from God. It is my responsibly, my duty, and
my privilege to share that with others. I truly believe that as Christians we are
God’s hands and feet here on this earth. The greatest witness we have is how we
live our lives each day.



Ruby Rosbach

Meditation
How am I being called to serve as God’s hands and feet this day?

Prayer
O God, on this day, I commit myself to you, to be used as you see
fit. Allow me to be attentive and obedient to your leading through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

DAY 34
Scripture
Proverbs 24:3-4

Reflection
My perception of generosity has evolved over the past few years. When I joined
the generosity team last year, I read several short books on the subject which
influenced my thinking. One of those was The Genius of Generosity by Chip
Ingram.
My primary thought about being generous is a financial one. While I have read
about and understood the concept of tithing for many years, I have always
found it challenging to implement. As I read Ingram’s book, several of the key
points he made really hit home for me and helped advance my thinking and
actions:
“To be smart, spend carefully. To be wise, save regularly. To be genius, give
extravagantly.”
“Generous givers make God and His purposes their highest priority.”
“Enjoy God’s generosity to you … then share it with others.”
Living a generous life also means to me that we share our time and talents with
those at the church and beyond. I began to develop an appreciation for what that
means during the years I worked at NRUMC. I watched a number of members
volunteer in many ways and was able to see the huge impact that had on the
life of the church. We have a wealth of skills and talents at our church and if
everyone can find a place or two or three to use those talents to help the church,
we can have a substantial impact on all of the people we touch, within our
membership and outside. For me, that means helping primarily in the financial
and administrative aspects of the church where my skills match up best.
As I continue on my Christian journey, I am beginning to understand one of
Ingram’s other key points: “Generous living is joyful living.”



Bob Smith

(Continued)

Meditation
How can you honor God with your whole self?

Prayer
Lord, you did not withhold anything of your self from us, so create
in us a holy desire to give our whole selves in service to you and our
neighbors. May a spirit of generosity invade every part of our lives
so that we are made joyful in you. In the name of Jesus. Amen.

DAY 35
Scripture
Psalm 32:8,11

Reflection
A generous life starts with a generous heart. We are born into God’s creation
with a naturally generous heart. This heart is nurtured, fed, shaped and
developed by our interactions with and by our observations of other people,
whether they be close relatives, casual acquaintances or dearly developed
relationships.
A generous life at NRUMC begins with our commitment to follow Jesus Christ;
to love one another as He has loved us; and to put no other God before Him.
When we join NRUMC we further commit to support our church and its works
with our time, our talents, our gifts and our presence. We give generously of
what we have.
My generous life at North Raleigh is beyond dollars. It’s time invested into
projects; it’s getting my hands dirty in working the landscape; it’s spending time
on my computer organizing data; it’s making sure I’m on my knees praying
for those in need; it’s saying “yes” when I hear God’s voice urging me to step
beyond myself; it’s listening to and caring for those in need; it’s being the person
that God has created me to be, even when I am reluctant.
Being GENEROUS is believing that God will supply my every need and that I
don’t have to “own” or worry about each detail. It is truly living my life to the
fullest and giving myself with my gifts, my talents, my time, my presence and
my heart.



Janet Striegel

(Continued)

Meditation
How can I become more aware of God’s amazing generosity all
around me?

Prayer
Lord, there are times when I worry over what I do not have and
what I cannot do. Help me to grow in holy awareness of the
abundance that you constantly place around me. Guide me to focus
on the things you empower me to do. Make my life an outpouring
of generosity and love so that you are glorified. In the name of
Christ. Amen.

DAY 36
Scripture
1 Peter 4:8-11

Reflection
I believe that all that I have and all that I am are gifts from God. He created
me and the many blessings I’ve received and has appointed me the keeper/
manager of these many gifts during my short stay here on this earth. When I
sincerely ask for God’s direction and guidance on how he wants me to use my
life/blessings and follow his direction and listen to my heart - actions become
clearer and my right course becomes set. While I sometimes struggle with my
will/way vs. God’s will/way, if I am prayerful and honest with myself and open
to Him, my choices becomes clearer and right decisions are made.
We are all called to share our time, heart, talents and money led by God and
do it joyfully and generously. That to me is living a generous life. When I do
this, the sense of joy, peace and satisfaction I feel let’s me know that I am truly
following God’s plan for my life. There is no better feeling!



Scott Striegel

Meditation
How honest am I with myself before God? What am I hiding?

Prayer
Gracious Lord, life is hard! Finding clarity in doing your will is not
easy. Help me to relax into your love and grace, take a deep breath,
breathe, and trust that you are at work even when I am filled with
fear. Amen.

DAY 37
Scripture
Matthew 14:15-20

Reflection
I feel living a generous life is where one realizes how blessed they have been by
God that in return, they live a life trying to be just as great of a blessing in his
name to others. This looks like:
• Giving without the expectation of receiving and understanding the type of
giver God wants us to be
• Putting others before yourself
• Loving others as God loves you and attempting to reach out to others for
Christ
• Giving as much as you possibly can either monetarily or work/time through
the church
• Use the tools God has given you to assist others who may not have the same
tools
I feel like I have been able to accomplish these and or experience these while
going to NRUMC. The feeling that God is using our talents and skills to work
allowing us not to waste time and by giving us each a gift. We are able to
represent him and through him reach out to others spreading the love of Christ.
I do my best and live the life of who I am, knowing that it is my BEST. I
know that someone else’s BEST may be more or even less than my BEST, but
I continue to give and do MY BEST THROUGH GOD’s guidance. I try not
to allow myself to be influenced by negativity and stay as positive as I can,
knowing that God is in control and will continue to help me grow spiritually.
Learning and living a Generous life through NRUMC should help brighten my
testimony by ringing LOUD AND CLEAR of my Love for Jesus.



Josh Taylor

Meditation
Where is God calling me out to “give them something to eat” today,
like the disciples in the feeding of the 5,000?

Prayer
Gracious God, you were the one who, when faced with need, turned
to the disciples and said: “You give them something to eat.” Stir
up in us a spirit of risk-taking faith and generosity, just like these
disciples, as we offer our loaves and fishes this day. In Christ’s name
we pray. Amen.

DAY 38
Scripture
1 Peter 1:13-16

Reflection
Generous life means:
• to see money and resources as a tool
• to think of others first
• to not worry about how much we have
• to have faith we can make a difference
• to be creative in meeting needs
• giving back to help others
• giving no matter what
• being selfless
• helping however you can
• being generous in time, finances, and spirit
• putting needs of others as priority
• to give without worry
• growing faith in God through giving
• giving from your time, talents, and all you have
• giving freely without recognition or reward
• funding the things you believe in
• being selfless and trusting God to provide
• recognizing our own blessings and being compelled to share
• answering God’s call to care for others



NRUMC Youth

Meditation
How can I focus my thoughts and my actions to grow in holiness?

Prayer
Heavenly Father, your very being is holy love and we are grateful
for you sharing that love with us through Jesus Christ. May we walk
with our Savior and, as we grow to think and act more like him, help
us to love others as you have taught us. Guide us to be obedient to
your word and disciplined in our choices so that in everything we do
or say it is you who is glorified. We pray this in the name of Christ.
Amen.

What is your idea of
Living a Generous
Life at NRUMC?
Scripture
Reflection

Meditation
Prayer
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